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16th Sunday of Ordinary Time (C)

The story of Jesus in the home of Mar-
tha and Mary complements the story of
the Good Samaritan, which immediate-
ly precedes it in Luke’s Gospel. Both
stories are unique to Luke. The story
of the Samaritan opens with the words
“a certain man.” Today’s reading opens
with the words “a certain woman.” The
Samaritan is an example of how a dis-
ciple should see and act. Mary is an
example of how a disciple should lis-
ten. Mary, a woman, is a marginalized
person in society, like the Samaritan.
Both do what is not expected of them.

For today’s Mass

Responsorial Psalm
The just will live
in the presence of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation
Open our hearts, O Lord,
to accept the words
of your Son
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As a woman, Mary would be expected,
like Martha, to prepare hospitality for
a guest. Here again Jesus breaks with
the social conventions of his time. Just
as a Samaritan would not be a model
for neighborliness, so a woman would
not sit with the men around the feet of
a teacher.

Both stories exemplify how a dis-
ciple is to fulfill the dual command
which begins chapter 10—love of God
(Mary) and love of neighbor (the Sa-
maritan). These are the two essentials
of life in the kingdom. By using the ex-
amples of a Samaritan and a woman,
however, Jesus is saying something
more. Social codes and boundaries
were strict in Jesus’ time. Yet to love
God with all one’s heart and one’s
neighbour requires breaking those
rules. The Kingdom of God is a society
without distinctions and boundaries be-
tween its members. It is a society that
requires times for seeing and doing and
also times for listening and learning at

the feet of a teacher.
@StMaryMagsPerth

Monday 22nd July

Feast of
St Mary
Magdalene

gam Mass
and

6pm Mass

Following the evening
Mass there will the
traditional refreshments
in honour of our
patronal feast

in St Mary Magdalene's,
Glenearn Road
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AROUND PERTH

Mass in
St Mary Magdalene’s, Craigie
10am - Sunday
8am - Weekdays
(except Wednesday and Saturday)
7am - Wednesday; 10am - Saturday

Sunday Mass in

Our Lady of Lourdes, Letham
5.30pm (vigil); 11am

Sunday Mass in
St Mary’s, Kinnoull
10am
Sunday Mass in St John’s
4pm (anticipated Mass); 9am; 11lam,
5pm (Polish) & 6.30pm

PRAYERS

Please pray for the repose
of the souls of Mary Lister
and Michael Boyle,
Elizabeth Drysdale,
Matthew Gawinski
and the Fitzpatrick family
and the souls
of all the faithful
departed.

Eternal rest grant
unto their souls, O Lord.
May they rest in peace.
Amen

~ FEASTDAYS THIS
WEEK

Monday 22nd July
St Mary Magdalene

Sam and 6pm Mass

Tuesday 23rd July
St Bridget
S8am Mass
Wednesday 24th July
St Charbel (Lebanon)

7am Mass

Thursday 25th July
St James
Sam Mass
Friday 26th July
St Joachim and St Anne

\ S8am Mass f‘

Collection

Last Sunday’s collection amounted
to £334.73 - thank you for your gen-
erosity.

Special collection

There will be a special collection
next Sunday for the Bishop’s Mensal
Fund.

St Charbel, Hermit

Feastday 24th July

Youssef Antoun Makhlouf was born
on May 8, 1828, one of five children
born to Antoun Zaarour Makhlouf and
Brigitta Chidiac. They lived in the
village of Bekaa Kafra, possibly the
highest in the Lebanese mountains.
His father, a mule driver, died in Au-
gust 1831, returning from corvée for
the Turkish army, leaving his wife a
widow to care for their children. Later
she remarried a man who went on to
seek Holy Orders and became the par-
ish priest of the village.

Youssef was raised in a pious home
and became drawn to the lives of the
saints and to the hermit life, as was
practiced by two of his uncles. As a
young boy, he was responsible for car-
ing for the family’s small flock. He
would take the flock to a grotto nearby,
where he had installed an icon of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. He would spend
the day in prayer.

In 1851, Youssef left his family and
entered the Lebanese Maronite Order
at the Monastery of Our Lady in May-
fouq to begin his training as a monk,
later transferring to the Monastery of
St Maron in Annaya, located in the
Jbeil District near Beirut. Here he re-
ceived the religious habit of a monk
and took the name Charbel, after a
Christian martyr in Antioch from the
2nd century. He made his final reli-
gious profession in the Order on No-
vember 1, 1853.

As a young monk Charbel began
his study of philosophy and theology
at the Monastery of Saints Cyprian &
Justina in Kfifan, in the Batroun Dis-
trict of Lebanon, to prepare himself

for receiving Holy Orders. Among his
professors at the seminary was Father
Nimatullah Kassab, who was himself
later also declared a saint. He was
ordained six years later, on July 23,
1859, in Bkerke. He was sent back to
St. Maron Monastery, where he lived
a life of severe asceticism in the mon-
astery.

In 1875, Charbel was granted by the
abbot of the monastery the privilege of
living as a hermit at the Hermitage of
Saints Peter and Paul, a chapel under
the care of the monastery. He spent
the next 23 years living as a solitary
hermit, until his death from a stroke on
December 24, 1898.

On October 9, 1977, Pope Paul VI
presided at the canonization of Bless-
ed Charbel. At the time Bishop Francis
Zayek, head the U.S. Diocese of St.
Maron, wrote a pamphlet entitled “A
New Star of the East.” Bishop Zayek
wrote: “St. Sharbel is called the second
St. Anthony of the Desert, the Perfume
of Lebanon, the first Confessor of the
East to be raised to the Altars accord-
ing to the actual procedure of the Cath-
olic Church, the honor of our Aramaic
Antiochian Church, and the model of
spiritual values and renewal. Sharbel
is like a Cedar of Lebanon standing in
eternal prayer, on top of a mountain.”
The bishop noted that Sharbel’s canon-
ization plus the beatification causes of
others prove “that the Aramaic Maron-
ite Antiochian Church is indeed a liv-
ing branch of the Catholic Church and
is intimately connected with the trunk,
who is Christ, our Savior, the begin-
ning and the end of all things.”

ARE YOU GOING TO BE IN HOSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

Name

Hospital

Ward

Please complete/ tear off and hand it to Mgr Hendry after Mass
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